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Dear Parent(s),

       We are thrilled to bring you this month’s newsletter, which covers the period from August

1  tp August 31 . During this time, we had Teacher Training Week, the excitement of Back to

School, three full weeks of classes, and an absolute joy celebrating Dr. Maria Montessori’s

birthday on August 31 . Additionally, our teachers worked diligently to prepare meaningful

lessons and activities that set the tone for a successful school year.
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       In this month’s letter, we have also included a featured article “Behaviors &

Development: Am I Really My Child’s First Teacher?” from the National Association for the

Education of Young Children. We hope you enjoy reading this month’s newsletter!
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Click on the icons below
to follow the classroom fun!

Send in Article
Suggestions

Here!

Small World Montessori School of
Miami Gardens

@montessorischoolofmiamigardens

Small World
Montessori TV

SWM Miami Gardens

Montessori School
of Miami Gardens
Website

https://www.swmontessori.com/
https://www.facebook.com/montessorischoolofmiamigardens/
https://www.facebook.com/montessorischoolofmiamigardens/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpuYo6hkuB1-ZuXnjjWehFw
https://www.youtube.com/@smallworldmontessorimiamig6365
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7_7mn2woe0SJdV-qYl6bi_kVUuTtUGVKqhSYd7M5MZ9UMzJSVVdPQkVISDdUVVJWV1gyNFBVMExKNy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7_7mn2woe0SJdV-qYl6bi_kVUuTtUGVKqhSYd7M5MZ9UMzJSVVdPQkVISDdUVVJWV1gyNFBVMExKNy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7_7mn2woe0SJdV-qYl6bi_kVUuTtUGVKqhSYd7M5MZ9UMzJSVVdPQkVISDdUVVJWV1gyNFBVMExKNy4u
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          During Teacher Training Week and Maintenance Week, our dedicated staff worked

diligently to prepare for the new school year. Classrooms were carefully refreshed, materials

organized, and learning spaces made ready to welcome our students. Teachers also

engaged in collaborative planning, ensuring meaningful lessons and activities are in place

to support every child’s growth. Their hard work and dedication set the stage for a

successful and enriching year ahead!
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Maintenance Week & Teacher Planning Week



Welcome Back to School!
        On Monday, August 11 , we joyfully welcomed our students back for the start of a new

school year. Classrooms came alive with the excitement of children settling into their new

routines, reconnecting with friends, and exploring new activities. Our teachers guided

students through engaging lessons and hands-on work, setting a positive tone for the

months ahead. It was a wonderful beginning, and we look forward to all the learning and

growth this school year will bring!
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Dr. Maria Montessori
C E L E B R A T I N G

Page 9



Celebrating Dr. Maria Montessori’s Birthday
On Friday, August 30 , our students and teachers come together to celebrate what would

have been Dr. Maria Montessori’s 154  birthday. The day was filled with joy as the children

decorated cupcakes, shared a picnic, and took part in the meaningful “Walk Around the

Sun” activity. It was a beautiful reminder of her lasting legacy and the profound impact her

philosophy continues to have on education worldwide.
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Behaviors & Development:
Am I Really My Child’s
First Teacher?

Featured Article from the National Association for the Education of Young Children

Written by Nicole Taylor

You might be thinking, “I’m a parent, not a

teacher.” The great news is, whether you’ve

had training or not, you are your child’s first

teacher.

Many simple, everyday routines are

excellent opportunities for developing your

child’s emergent literacy skills. Emergent

literacy refers to the point in children’s

development before they are able to read

on their own or write words that others can

read. This concept assumes that literacy

learning begins at birth and develops

gradually over time. It also suggests that

the pre literacy skills children develop at this

time are the critical foundation for later

reading success. For example, by the time

Lucas turns 1, his parents will have spent

8,760 hours providing him with consistent

care. When Lucas is ready to start

kindergarten at the age of 5, his parents will

have accumulated 43,800 hours —over

1,000 days—with him, where growth and

development are continuously occurring.

This is a crucial period of development

when it comes to literacy.

So what can you do?
Below are three quick, yet impactful

suggestions for quality literacy experiences.

These ideas will help you promote literacy

in a way that makes sense for you and your

family.

Tell stories
Language develops long before a child

speaks actual words. In anticipation, we

sing, talk, read, and tell stories to children.

Since there is a natural progression of oral

language (the ability to speak and

understand language) to reading and

writing, telling stories is an important step to

becoming a reader. You can develop your

child’s oral language through storytelling.

Use your imagination, and adjust your

stories to fit your family’s traditions and

culture.

Look around
Use everyday routines and surroundings to

promote a print rich environment, which is

an environment that allows children to see 
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print and words in authentic ways. For

example, the kitchen is full of literacy

learning opportunities: label your

appliances, refrigerator drawers, and items

in the pantry; follow a recipe with your child;

and identify key words on food labels. But

the kitchen is not the only place to create a

print rich environment! Extend your labeling

to other parts of the home, too. This will help

your children to learn letters, words, and the

purpose and meaning of printed language.

Developing this understanding of print will

be foundational for children. They begin to

understand that words have meaning,

which will be important as they begin the

process of learning how to read.

Make books available
In addition to reading, allow your child to

physically explore books by making them

easily accessible. Children develop

emergent literacy skills by showing an

interest in books—encourage your child to

turn pages and pretend to read. Imitating

the behavior of reading will allow your child

to explore and begin to grasp the overall

concept of reading. You can build on this

pre- reading skill as your child will soon

begin to develop an awareness for words,

pictures, and the purpose for reading.

Nicole Taylor earned a PhD in Educational

Psychology with a concentration in language and

literacy, an MA in Language, Literacy, and Culture,

and a BA in Early Childhood Education. Her research

area centers around family literacy.



We hope you enjoy seeing all the activities your child took part in. If you have any questions,

please do not hesitate to contact us. This newsletter is for parents, and we are open to

suggestions including Article Selections. Join us in September to see our upcoming

Scholastic Book Fair and more!

T H A N K  Y O U

Send in Article
Suggestions Here!
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Montessori School of Miami Gardens
Sincerely,

https://forms.office.com/r/5XXCrbZa86?origin=lprLink

